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A. C. Davis High School IB Assessment Policy 

 

Philosophy and Principles 
 

The mission statement for A.C. Davis High School is to “educate students for success:  life-long 

learning, employment, and social awareness.”   Assessment is an integral part of the instructional 

cycle if students are to realize this success.  Effective assessment places students at the center of 

their learning by allowing teachers to monitor student progress and adjust instruction to improve 

achievement.  Assessment is managed through an active partnership among students, teachers, 

administrators, and parents/guardians.  All of our IB instructors are committed to using assessments 

that are supported by the following principles: 

 

 

Students: 

 

 of all abilities can learn 

 have different learning styles 

 have different experiences, expectations and needs 

 learn best when the entire Davis community of students, parents, teachers and school 

personnel is actively engaged in the learning process 

 learn best in a physically and emotionally safe environment 

 learn best when they feel accepted and their views respected 

 will be prepared to become responsible citizens 

 

Learning is: 

 

 a right that every student is entitled to 

 achieved when diverse points of views are considered 

 increased when expectations are rigorous  

 most significant and impactful when outcomes are relevant and connected to the world 

around the student 

 dependent on prior knowledge and developmental in nature 

 strengthened when using inquiry-based instructional practices 

 impacted by positive social interactions 

 ongoing throughout life 

 

 

 



 

Assessment Practices 
 

Assessments are integral components of teaching and learning.  They assist in monitoring student 

learning.  Assessment is intended to inform students, teachers and parents of student progress 

toward mastery of the skills and content.  Assessment can also serve as a motivator for student 

involvement in the learning process.  Assessments must take into consideration the attributes and 

desired outcomes of the IB Learner Profile.   

 

Each student is a life-long learner.  They are expected to be knowledgeable inquirers and 

understand their role in contributing to a better society.  In order for this to occur, assessments 

should be varied in form and method.   

 

Formative Assessment 

 

Formative assessments are used on a daily basis at Davis High School.  The goal of formative 

assessment is to monitor student learning to provide ongoing explicit feedback to teachers and 

students on the nature of the student’s strengths and weaknesses and to help improve students’ 

achievement of intended instructional outcomes.  Teachers assess formally through assignments, 

tests, quizzes, performances, projects, surveys, concept maps, questioning and dialog.  Regardless 

of the tool, it is the use of the information gathered to adjust the teaching and learning that is 

important in formative assessment.   

 

Summative Assessment 

 

Information from summative assessments is used solely to make a judgment about the level of 

student competence or achievement.  Summative assessments are typically given at the end of a 

teaching unit, which usually spans from one to four weeks.  The communication of achievement 

takes the form of a letter grade or number.  Teachers use a variety of assessment methods such as 

presentations, projects, portfolios, papers, and exams.  Teachers use items from past exams in their 

summative assessments to give students practice for the IB exams. 

 

State Exams 

 

Students are required to pass state exams in the areas of math, biology and English Language Arts 

(ELA).  During the sophomore year, students take the Biology End of Course exam.  During their 

junior year students take the ELA reading and writing Smarter Balanced Exam and the Smarter 

Balanced Math Exam.  Students also have the option of submitting their ACT or SAT scores to the 

state. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Internal Assessment 

 

Internal assessments are mandatory assessments completed during the 11
th

 and 12
th

 grade that focus 

on skills, as well as the subject content.  These assessments are graded by the classroom teacher 

using the rubric published by IB.  Internal assessment scores are submitted to IB for moderation to 

ensure all internal assessment scores are consistent worldwide.   Internal assessment can serve as 

both classroom assignments which contributes to the students’ school grades as well as assignments 

that contribute to the students’ IB score for that subject.  Internal standardization takes place when 

there are two different teachers responsible for the internal assessment of students.  Teachers meet 

during common prep periods, collaboration meetings Monday afternoons, and after school to 

collaborate on internal assessments.  Internal assessments used at Davis High School are as follows: 

 

Group 1 

Language A: English Literature HL  

 Individual Oral Commentary 

 Individual Oral Presentation 

Group 2 

Spanish, French, Japanese SL 

 Individual Oral 

 

Group 3 

History HL 

 Historical Investigation (1,500 to 2,000 words) 

 

Group 4 

Biology HL, Chemistry HL, Physics SL 

 Individual Investigation 

 

Group 5 

Math Studies SL, Mathematics SL 

 Project 

 

Group 6 

Visual Arts SL, Music SL 

 Investigation and studio work 

 

Theory of Knowledge 

 Oral Presentation 

 

Extended Essay 

 In-depth essay 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



External Assessment 

 

External assessments are mandatory examinations taken under controlled conditions administered in 

May each year.  These assessments are evaluated according to the established subject area criteria 

and are scored externally by IB examiners.  The examination papers are made up of a variety of 

question types to suit the requirements of the subject.  Question types include multiple choice, short 

response questions, structured problem-solving questions, open-ended problem solving questions, 

essay questions, data analysis questions, case studies, and commentaries on supplied texts.   

 

There are other tasks completed by students over an extended period, which are also externally 

marked by examiners.  These include Language 1A World Literature assignments, Language B 

written assignments, music investigations, theory of knowledge essays and extended essays. 

 

 

To aid in balancing student workload, the Davis High School IB Diploma Program teachers agree to 

input all major assessments and deadlines for major assignments on an electronic calendar.  

Teachers have agreed to not schedule more than two assessments on any given day. 

 

Students receive a grade ranging from 1 to 7 in each course that they test in.  A student’s final 

diploma result score is made up of the combined scores for each subject. The diploma is awarded to 

students who gain at least 24 points, subject to certain minimum levels of performance including 

successful completion of the three essential elements of the DP core. 

 

Grading and Marking 

 

The Davis grading scale is used along with IB assessment rubrics as specified in each of the subject 

guides.  Formative and summative assessments range from 50 to 70 percent of the student’s grade.  

Final evaluation is based on cumulative achievement.  Students complete a sufficient variety of 

assessment items in order to maximize their opportunity to demonstrate what they know and are 

able to do.   

 

Students are required to earn at least a C grade in order to continue in an IB course.  Students who 

are on an Individualized Education Plan will be evaluated on a case-by-case basis.   

 

Grading Scale at AC Davis High School 

 

Grading Scale Percentages 

A, A- 90-100 

B+, B, B- 80-89 

C+, C, C- 70-79 

D+, D,  60-69 

F Below 60 

 

Communicating and Reporting Results 

 

Report cards are issued four times a year.  Final grades are submitted at the end of each semester 

and mid-term grades are reported nine weeks after the beginning of each semester.  Teachers are 

responsible for electronically filing and archiving their grade book with the school registrar.  

Parents and students have access to current grades by logging into Skyward, the district grading 

program.   

 



 

Homework 

 

A.C. Davis High School believes that homework (independent work outside the classroom) is a 

necessary part of the classroom instruction.  Students must complete the assigned homework to be 

able to earn credit in a class.  The amount of daily homework will vary from class to class; however, 

the average student should do approximately one to two hours of homework/study time per school 

night.  Students in honors and IB classes should expect to do an average of three hours of 

homework a night. 

 

Assessment Review Policy 
 

This policy is evaluated every two years by the IB coordinator, one teacher from each DP group (1-

6), and an assistant principal.  It is the responsibility of the IB coordinator to ensure the success of 

the assessment policy review.  The next review is due on or before January 2018. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

We educate students for success: life-long learning, employment and social awareness. 
 

“Yakima School District encourages workforce diversity and complies with all state and federal laws prohibiting 

unlawful discrimination.” 


