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“Language is not only the vehicle of thought; it is a great and efficient instrument in thinking.” Sir 

Humphrey Davy 

 

 Introduction 

 

 The International Baccalaureate (IB) Schools are required to have a written language 

policy. This document provides information for second language teaching and mother tongue 

language supports that meet the needs of students and reflect the principles of the program. The IB 

Diploma Programme Language Policy includes information for students in Group 1, Group 2, and 

support for students’ language development in the other groups and content areas. Central to the 

education of any learner is the language(s) through which they learn, achieve, and explore their 

acquired knowledge and skills in the world around them.  Additionally, we recognize language 

development as a critical component in not only the education of our students but also in the 

development of our students as critical thinkers, risk- takers, inquirers, and open minded, principled, 

and reflective global citizens. This document outlines the policies employed around the teaching 

and learning of language, both the language of instruction as well as the World Languages of Davis 

High School. This document serves as guidelines for our students, staff and families alike. 

 

Guiding pedagogical principles on language learning 

Davis High School faculty and staff work from the perspective that: 

 language is a primary means of communicating and learning. 

 the acquisition of language is a life-long process and is a central component of intellectual and 
personal growth. 

 proficiency learned in one language is transferable to other languages, and language proficiency 
helps students learn more content in all other curricular areas. 

 language is an expression of culture and must be valued as an integral part of a student’s identity. 

 developing a student’s mother tongue language skills is critical for healthy maintenance of a 
person’s cultural identity. 

 language learning promotes internationalism and multicultural understanding. 

 all teachers are language teachers. 

 all areas of the school community are areas in which to foster language.   

 teachers strive to recognize the linguistic needs of all students and they work to serve those needs.  
 

 

 

 

 

http://www.ibo.org/index.cfm


 

 

Philosophy, Aims and Program Offerings 

At Davis High School, our mission statement is, “We educate students for success:  lifelong 

learning, employment and social awareness.”  This applies to all of our student body which reflects 

the community with many of the students being from Hispanic backgrounds.  The primary mother 

tongues spoken at Davis are English and Spanish so part of the lifelong learning and social 

awareness is the support of mother tongues and the acquisition of other languages both in our 

regular curricular classes as well the IB classes.  Approximately 9% of Davis students are involved 

in one or more classes in the IB Diploma Program which is the only IB program in the Yakima 

School District. 

 The ability to express language orally and in writing, especially in a variety of contexts and 

purposes, is a necessity. Language enables students to become inquirers, as well as to develop 

critical thinking and social skills. Furthermore, language proficiency enables students to acquire 

knowledge related to all areas of the IB program curricular framework.  Language acquisition is a 

life-long process; therefore, all teachers are considered language teachers. Finally, language is 

taught through context and content. Language empowers students to relate new information to 

existing knowledge comprehension.  We view language development as the shared responsibility of 

our students, families, and teachers in each content area.  

The various groups of the IB Diploma program attempt to incorporate, whenever possible, 

opportunities to increase education for intercultural understanding . We aim to develop lifelong, 

21
st
 century leaders and learners who will be able to meet the demands of a global society. In 

partnership with our community and all the stakeholders, we provide curriculum and instruction that 

encourages both diversity and unity, develops integrity and character, and promotes initiative and 

collegiality among our students.  We understand that students must become both culturally and 

linguistically proficient in a second language, but we also emphasize the importance of cultural 

understanding, multiple perspectives, intercultural sensitivity and international understanding.  In 

our world languages department, we have a Japanese culture club and every two or three years, staff 

lead educational tours to various countries in Latin America, Europe, and Japan. As part of the 

greater Davis community, we have several other culturally connected groups that promote, support 

and establish diversity.  These groups include Multicultural club, Gay Straight Alliance, Flying 

Fingers Sign Language club, Black Student Union, and Arcoiris Mariachi Band.  

 

Language Profile of our Davis Students and relevant demographic information.  

 

The majority of our students speak Spanish, English, or both as their home languages. Our 

current student population is 2,150 students.  Of these students, 17% are ELL/ Bilingual students 

(360 people), 16.5% are migrant students (354 people), and 79% of qualify for free or reduced 

lunch.  Students fit into two dominant language groups and many are bilingual.  Some students are 

categorized as English speaking students with limited or no Language B experience. Others are 

categorized as English speaking students with prior Language B instruction. Some are bilingual 

students who speak their mother tongue in addition to English.  In addition to our primary language 

groups of English and Spanish teachers, Davis has two Arabic speakers, one Russian speaker, and 

two French speakers.  

 The language of instruction in most IB DP classes is English.  The exceptions to this are the 

Language B classes where instruction is conveyed in the target language. Davis High School offers 

the following  languages for group B: Spanish, French, Japanese. In Spanish we offer courses in SL 

and HL, French is offered as SL, and Japanese is offered as ab initio.  

 

 

 



 

 

 

Language Learning Philosophy and Placement  

 

Part of educating Davis students for social awareness is the study of global cultures.  The 

goal is the appreciation of other cultures and the realization that other people have beliefs and 

customs that may differ from our own. These types of intercultural understandings can be promoted 

through Language B courses, as well as through the other content area or group courses. 

 Because every student learns at different rates, we provide students with a range of courses 

in the various groups to meet their developing academic and social needs. Our desire is for each 

student to reach his/her highest proficiency and literacy level in a second language. Students are 

provided differentiated instructional strategies in an effort to accommodate different learning styles. 

Davis High School will continue to help students make appropriate placement decisions. We use 

formative and summative assessment criteria for placement and instruction. Additionally, we use 

overarching thematic guides, cultural diversity, health, leisure, customs, traditions, science, and 

technology as the framework to teach content and prepare students for success on their assessments.  

 

Language A  

 

English A HL is the only classroom-based opportunity for Language A offered at Davis 

High School. We currently offer Language A: Literature and we follow the prescribed course 

requirements as set out in the IB language A: Literature Subject Guide. Students are urged to value 

the artistry of literature and to develop an ability to reflect critically on their reading. Students study 

works in their literary and cultural contexts, through close study of individual texts and passages, 

and by considering a range of critical approaches. The response to the study of literature is through 

oral and written communication, thus enabling students to develop and refine their command of 

language (IBO, 2011). Students are assessed according to IB Diploma Programme policies as 

described in the Language A: Literature Subject Guide. 

 

Mother Tongue Instruction 

 

Davis High School understands the importance of students preserving their mother-tongue 

language. It is important to encourage students to continue to use their mother-tongue language 

skills because this allows them to enhance their personal identity, highlight their cultural heritage, 

and increase their overall ability to learn.  Therefore, students are provided with resources such as 

free peer-tutoring for those who are Spanish speakers and non-Spanish speakers. The classrooms 

are equipped with language dictionaries too. Students and parents are provided with translators 

during conferences and school-wide meetings. District and school newsletters and other 

communications are translated into the students’ mother-tongue language. Interpreters are provided 

for conferences, Open House, Graduation, and other events. Our teachers collaborate with ELL 

teachers to ensure that instructional strategies are appropriate and facilitate learning. The teachers 

also work with the ELL teacher to enable connections to be made to students’ home lives. 

  

 Curricular, Co-Curricular and Extra curricular Support for Students 

  

Davis High School also offers ELL classes for our newcomers who do not have previous 

experiences in English instruction.   Teachers provide extra support sessions when needed by 

students.  Staff members assess English language skills and consult with peers and students to make 

appropriate placements.  

 



Language B Instructors use a variety of strategies known to increase language acquisition 

including the incorporation of cultural competencies and understandings in the language of study.  

Various leaning modalities are utilized to build linguistic and literacy levels for students with 

different learning strengths and challenges. 

 

Davis ELL instructors and many staff in various departments and roles are available to 

teachers on a regular basis in order to provide professional development.  This includes:  English 

language skill assessment, consultation for appropriate course placement, professional development 

facilitation to strengthen instructional strategies used by mainstream teachers for ELL students,  and 

curriculum support and development to engage our ELL students.  

 

 

The IB Coordinator shall be responsible for: 

 conducting a review with a cross section of IB teachers and, as necessary, revising 

the policy on an semiannual basis before the start of the school year.  The policy’s 

next review is due no later than the end of May 2017, to implement changes by the 

start of school in the fall of 2017. 

 distributing the policy and revisions to staff in printed format and on the school web 

site. 

 

 

 

  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

We educate students for success: life-long learning, employment and social awareness. 

 

“Yakima School District encourages workforce diversity and complies with all state and federal laws prohibiting 

unlawful discrimination.” 


